The current study used the process dissociation procedure in conjunction with a stemcompletion priming task to disentangle the influences of aware and unaware perception in patients with hemispatial neglect. One lateralized picture prime was presented simultaneously with a filler picture followed by a centrally presented word stem. In the inclusion condition participants were asked to complete the word stem with the previously presented picture name; in the exclusion task they were asked to complete the stem with the name of a picture other than the one previously presented. Findings indicated that neglect patients had reduced unaware perception of pictures presented in the left visual field and an absence of awareness for those same pictures. In addition, patients had reduced awareness for right visual field pictures, but unaware perception remained intact. These findings suggest that observations of preserved information processing in neglect are due to residual unaware perception and not due to residual awareness of information in the neglected hemispace.
INTRODUCTION
Hemispatial neglect refers to a common neurobehavioral syndrome in which patients fail to report or orient to information presented in the contralateral side of space (Heilman et al., 1993) . Most frequently seen following lesions of the right hemisphere, the disorder may affect not only the ability to process incoming information on the contralateral side, but also the ability to respond or act upon stimuli on that side of space. Although there is general agreement that these deficits reflect lateralized impairments of attention, possibly at different functional levels, the exact nature of these impairments remains controversial. For instance, whereas some have emphasized the inability to direct attention contralaterally (Kinsbourne, 1987; Heilman et al., 1993) , others have emphasized the excessive capture of information on the ipsilateral side (Mark et al., 1988; Marshall and Halligan, 1989) .
Recent studies of preserved information processing in neglect have demonstrated that considerable visual processing can occur in the neglected space, even in the face of severe attentional limitations. Although neglect patients
